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Dedication

To all those who live under foreign occupation (including Russians
outside Russia and the Americans inside the USA).

To all those who resist the Empire
To all those who have remained human
To all those who understand that the Truth is objective

To all those who still love
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About the Author

The Saker (the pen name chosen by Andrei Raevsky) is the founder of the
Saker Community of Blogs, the only such international and multi-lingual
community of blogs. It now features:

6 blogs (Main, French, Russian, Latin American, Italian, Serbian)
written in

7 languages (English, Russian, French, Spanish, Italian, Serbian and
Portuguese) on

4 YouTube Channels (Main, French, Italian, Saker Community
translations).

The main blog alone gets well over two million page views per month.

The six further daughter blogs representing an astoundingly large area of
our world were born from the initial Saker Blog. This grassroots organic
development grew out of an existential comment:

“What society had done to me —made me completely powerless —it
has also done to you. And just the way it made me feel like a single
lonely nutcase, it made you feel like you were the only one. I most
sincerely believe that the real reason for the success of this blog, its
global community, its vibrant discussions and the amazing outpouring
of kindness towards me are in the following simple fact:

I inadvertently made it possible for many thousands of people to
realize they were not alone, not crazy, not wrong but that quite
literally “we are everywhere”!

The second thing that I did, again quite inadvertently, is to empower
those who felt powerless to do something, to make a change, to
really have an impact.”

From Submarines in the Desert —The Saker.
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Content providers and truth tellers flocked to The Saker’s blog which today
hosts sensitive, wide-ranging and hot topics, provided by giants in the
journalism field such as Pepe Escobar, Ramin Mazaheri, Ghassan Kadi, Peter
Koenig, Sheik Imram Hussein and regular analysis by The Saker himself
complimented by a number of other writers who sometimes prefer to remain
anonymous, reporting from across the world.

The Saker is regularly interviewed by greats, such as Catherine Austin Fitts
of the Solari Report and Bonnie Faulkner of Guns and Butter. The vibrant
Movable Feast Café as well as the Commenter’s Corner affords members,
friends, readers and brothers-in-arms an opportunity to bring their poetry, their
musings, their noodlings and their own analysis to the blog.

Today TheSaker.is website and TheSaker.LLC still survive on membership
donations and community support. There is a small Steering Committee in
place, made up of The Saker, the Webmaster, the Director of Research and the
Operational Support person. This small group is strengthened by a network of
around 100 much-appreciated volunteers who do various tasks, such as art, or
videos or other administrative tasks.

This wealth of information is new content, specifically, to the eyes and ears
of those in the West and presents a deeply analytical-educational treasure trove
that unfolds history "as she has never been told".

The Saker's blog is shaped by readers and delivers content that can only be
described as incisive; shattering what we thought we once knew hence
producing new and powerful thinking in the geo-political arena of our world.

New content and new activities on the Saker blog, daughter blogs, and other
outreach, will unerringly retain focus on: Empowering those who felt
powerless to do something, to make a change, to really have an

impact and resist!
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Foreword by Sergei Duhanov

I have a confession to make.

Never in my entire life (and I'm not so young) have I been faced with a task
of writing a text of this level of difficulty (and I've written many) as is the case
with this foreword. So, I commence this writing with a fair share of humility.

This may look somewhat arrogant (or even outright chauvinistic?) but when
a few years ago I for the first time came across one of The Saker’s texts, reading
the opening paragraph, I got an eerie (or should I just use the word ‘gut’?)
feeling that none other than a Russian could have written it. (That was on a
website other than The Saker’s own and the ethnicity of the author was not so
evident. Don’'t ask me why or how I got this idea —this brings to mind what one
of my good Irish friends used to tell me: a guy enters a pub or bar somewhere in
Northern Ireland and everybody present knows exactly whether he is a Catholic
or a Protestant.)

My first (and, as history has proved, right) reaction was to persuade the
editors of a leading Internet outlet in Russia —The Svobodnaya Pressa (Free
Press) —to publish translations of The Saker’s articles. The only problem was the
identity of the author, for the publication thought so highly of itself that it only
carried the pieces followed by a presentation of the writer.

So, my investigation began (we all love to play Sherlocks, don’t we?).

The more I investigated and read The Saker (and about The Saker) the more
I came to love and respect him.

Not to mention my rage at a couple of instances when I missed one or two
pieces, which appeared while I still had no clue what his name was.

Then I followed a thin gray thread, which happened to be tied to some more
reliable line. One more step (“trust but verify”) and —bingo! —I had the man’s
name.

The very first article (The Case for the Breakup of the Ukraine,
http://www.unz.com/tsaker/the-case-for-the-breakup-of-the-ukraine/) with The

Svobodnaya Pressa here: https://svpressa.ru/politic/article/155732/ was a direct
hit. Usually, 5000 to 7 000 reads during the first 3 to 5 days is considered very
acceptable. The Saker’s article was read by more than 30,000 people in 24 hours!
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Other articles followed, always attracting way above average readers’ attention.
One of them —well over 160,000 reads - exceeded the outlet’s record (Learn
Russian! If only to be able to read those readers’ comments —it’s a regular war
zone! Google won't help here —it’s like trying to smell a rose with a gas-mask on
your face.)

Readers in Russia simply adore The Saker!

Who else can give them such an honest and principled military-geopolitical
analysis delivered in such a logical and, at the same time, dialectical manner?
Not the Western corporate mainstream media!l Not some complaisant
sycophants in Russia whose only dream and purpose in life is to be considered
“experts” by the Kremlin and the state media! That’s for sure!

In any situation The Saker openly takes a side —the one that he believes, and
knows in his heart, is right. This way of writing (fighting?) ‘with an open visor’
requires not only precise knowledge of the matter but also courage, dedication
and mental/cognitive flexibility. And what of all these qualities Andrei possesses
would be enough for half a dozen ordinary humans. Just read his essay “Is
Communism really dead?” in the book and see for yourself how a long-time
(some may say ‘professional’) anti-communist deals with this issue.

So, Id like to conclude with the most important characteristic feature of all
Andrei’s work —his engulfing, all-consuming love for his Motherland —Russia.

Fly high, Saker!

Serge Duhanov is a Soviet/Russian journalist and translator. In the USSR he worked
as a Senior editor and the Special correspondent for the NOVOSTI Press Agency
(Moscow). Also, he served for two years as the Canada (Ottawa) Bureau Chief of the
same agency. Later, he worked as an Observer, a Head of Department and the Deputy
Editor-in-Chief of the Russian weekly newspaper the BusinessMN, which at that time
was a subsidiary of the Moscow News. He also worked for five years in the capacity of
the BusinessMN USA (Washington) Bureau Chief and the Interfax-AiF Weekly USA
Correspondent.

Currently, he is the Director of the Center for Strategic Analysis of the Penza State
University.

He is the GongMassMedia’95 journalistic award winner, Colonel (Ret.), Cavalier of
the Military Merit Order.
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Preface

This book is the third one in the “Essential Saker” series and it features the
essays and analyses I wrote in the period from June 2017 through 2018
including “A 2018 Survey of Trends”. This has been an incredibly dense and
incredibly dangerous period for our planet. For example, I am personally
convinced that the world came very close to a shooting war between Russia and
the USA when, in the early hours of April 14th, the Trump decided that the USA
would attack Syria with bombs and missiles over what was clearly a false flag
operation in Douma (you know, under the “highly likely” “Skripal rules of
evidence”). But the single most important development which occurred over
this period of time is the tremendous acceleration of the collapse of the
AngloZionist Empire. Far from making “America Great” (he clearly does not
understand that most of “America” is *outside* the USA..) Trump only
succeeded in three things: first, totally selling out to the Neocons, second, make
a lot of empty threats which nobody believed and, third, to tremendously
weaken the Empire. So yes, Trump was a huge disappointment to those who
believed in his campaign promises, but he still is infinitely preferable to that
harpy Hillary and her gang and his abject incompetence did more to weaken the
Empire than any evil Russian plan ever would have.

As I have written many, many times in the past, Russia and the AngloZionist
Empire are at war with each other. True, this is an 80% informational war, a
15% economic war and only a 5% kinetic war. But this is a war for survival, in
which each side represents an existential threat to the other (while Russia is no
threat to the USA as a country or as a nation whatsoever, she is a mortal threat
to the Empire). The leaders of the Empire —the US Neocons and the western
international banking and finance system —have made this conflict with Russia
a zero-sum game in which any Russian success is perceived as a defeat for the
West and vice-versa. Crazy? Yes! Dangerous? Very! But real nonetheless. It is
this rapidly accelerating decline of the US world hegemony against the
background of the creation of a multi-polar world by Russia and China which
this third volume chronicles.
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I want to thank all those who made this book possible: the absolutely
amazing Saker community, the core members who help me work on the blog on
a daily basis, those whose generous donations have made it possible for me to
write in the first place, and those whose kindness and prayers have kept me
going even in the darkest moments. With gratitude we thank Dalibor for
striking artwork. A special thanks to Amarynth without whom this book would
never have seen the light and for whose unfailing kindness and support I am

especially grateful.
The Saker
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Russia on the long and difficult path to true

civilizational identity
April 28,2017

By now you must have heard it —Putin is “persecuting the Jehovah's

Witnesses” in Russia. Alas, this one is true. Well, this is maybe not nearly as
terrible as the Ziomedia makes it sound, but still, a pretty bad and
fundamentally misguided policy.

Why did the Russian government take such a drastic decision?

The Russian Justice Department has banned the JW as an organization on
the grounds that the JW were a:

«»

totalitarian sect of an anti-Christian orientation, the teachings of
which contain teachings and practices which can damage the

personality and health of the adept, his family, as well as traditional
national spirituality and public interests” (source). Another source

reports that:

“The Supreme Court of Russia stated that the Jehovahs Witnesses’
church organization has systematically and through central
governance infringed on human rights and trampled the freedoms of
those belonging to the denomination. The sect forbids restricts
families, bans many types of education and restricts medical
treatments”. The same author then concludes that “So, in principle it
is about protecting the rights and freedoms of Russians and on the
other hand about breaking the laws governing churches’ activities. The
Jehovah's Witnesses have been given warnings and notices demanding
that they reform, but without results. Therefore, do as the Romans do,
or get out of Rome?”

Does that make sense to you?

To me it makes no sense whatsoever.
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First and foremost, if the JW are really guilty of damaging personalities or
the health of people, or if they systematically infringe on human rights —then
take them to court for these crimes and punish them. Why should one
association/organization like the JW be singled out for committing crimes when
every one of these crimes can be prosecuted in court? If the JW break the law,
they ought to be punished according to the law, but why ban them? Why seize
their assets?

I have heard the argument that the JW are probably run by the US CIA and
the rest of the “democracy-bearers” They probably are. So what? Then force
them to register as an “agent of a foreign power” and, again, if they break the law
then punish them according to the law.

Then comes the killer argument: JW do not accept blood transfusions. I
don’t see what the problem is here either. Let adults accept or reject whatever
medical procedure they want. As for the children, you can easily pass a law
saying that in case of severe trauma, or of an acute need for a transfusion,
children can be transfused without the agreement of the parents. Does that
violate parental right or the freedom of religion? Well, yes, of course it does, but
each society has the right to impose minimal norms of civil and human rights
which trump parental or religious rights. After all, by the logic of those who say

that parental rights are above all, female genital mutilations should also be
accepted as long as the parents agree. And yet in reality, each society draws the
line somewhere, and this is why in almost all countries circumcisions are
allowed but female genital mutilations are banned. Ditto for polygamy which
some religions allow but which most countries ban. At the end of the day,
religious groups also need to obey the law of the land where they exist and there
can be no absolute and unconditional religious freedom anywhere. All the
Russian government had to do in this case was to contact the main JW
organizations and tell them that their kids will be given transfusions even if their
parents disagree. This would give each member of the JW the time and
opportunity to decide what they will do in this context.

The most important argument is, I believe, the allegation that the JW ©
damage (...) the traditional national spirituality and public interests.” What this
argument affirms is that Russia has a “traditional national spirituality” and that

Page 16 of 813


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Female_genital_mutilation

which runs contrary to it must be curtailed, limited or somehow inhibited. I
actually largely agree with this argument, but the devil is in the details. Let me
explain.

At this moment in history Russia is primarily an agnostic country. While a
majority of Russians do claim some kind of religious affiliation, only a small
minority is truly religious. Officially, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and
Judaism are considered as the “historical” religions of Russia and Orthodox
Christianity is singled out for the special contribution it had in Russian history
Seems pretty straightforward and reasonable to me. Even if most Russians are
not very religious, their worldview and values have been largely formed by the
influence of the traditional religions of Russia. Russian literature, for example, is
tilled with ethical debates which clearly originate in the Orthodox faith. Another
example of this religion-inspired worldview is the rejection by a vast majority of
Russians of homosexuality as a “normal and healthy variation of human
sexuality” Most Russians consider homosexuality to be a sexual pathology
which ought not to be legally restricted, but which should not be given an
“equal” status to what Russians call “natural” sexual orientations. One does not
have to agree with the Russian majority view on this, or any other issue, but I
submit that the Russians have the right to define what is right and wrong,
healthy or sick, in their own country. Just as western nations currently have laws
banning sexual intercourse with children, Russia has the right to pass laws
banning the adoption of children by homosexuals. Unless one advocates the
merciless “squeezing” of all of mankind into one single Procrustean cultural
mold, it is rather obvious that it ought to be the right of each sovereign nation to
uphold whatever values it wants.

Russia has decided that Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism are the
traditional religions of Russia which play a central role in the “traditional
national spirituality”. Fine. But at the same time, there still remains a formal
separation of religion and state in Russia, and the Russian Constitution even
bans the adoption of some kind of official state ideology. Furthermore, the
Constitution also proclaims the freedom of religion. How do you combine such
apparently completely contradictory laws?
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In truth, you can't. Russia is stuck with laws which she inherited from the
“democratic” 1990s and the gradually formulating modern social consensus.
Religion is hardly the only example. Take, for instance, the death penalty which
Russia suspended to be accepted in the Council of Europe. Problem: most
Russians favor the death penalty, especially if used against corrupt individuals,
like they do in China. I could quote many more examples of contradictions
between the legacy of the 1990s and today’s Russia.

The real choice Russians must make is between two fundamentally different
social and political orders; one which, like the Islamic Republic of Iran,
subordinates majority rule/people power/democracy to a set of higher values (in
this case, Islamic laws and spirituality) and one in which the will of the people is
totally unconstrained, free from any moral, philosophical, religious or ethical
precepts. And please do not be shocked or mislead by my reference to the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Take for example the US Declaration of Independence
which includes the famous words “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed”. These words are
accepted as axiomatic, as truisms, words which cannot be abolished or ignored
even by a popular vote. Most Constitutions also have this double function of 1)
proclaiming certain core beliefs and 2) limiting the scope of what is permissible.
Of course, in the USA there still is the possibility of a Constitutional
Convention, but you get the idea: modern Russia does not have any form of
supra-democratic values or traditional national spirituality, at least not one
protected by the law.

What does all that have to do with the JW ban? Everything.

Russians see the JW as a foreign entity; one whose values and actions are in
contradiction with the traditional Russian norms. They also correctly perceive,
even if they do not fully understand, that foreign religious organizations are very
often used by various hostile powers (mostly the USA and Saudi Arabia) to
infiltrate the Russian society with, let's call them, “sympathetic agents” whose
real loyalty (and often paycheck) depends on hostile foreign interests.
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The Russians definitely have a point here. What they lack is a sound strategy
on how to deal with that problem. Let me give just one example: the
proclamation that Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism are Russia’s
traditional religions. Great —but which brand/version of, say, Christianity or
Islam deserve that status? Does that include the Latin and the Wahabis? Even
inside Orthodoxy there are many different jurisdictions; the ‘official’ one (the
Moscow Patriarchate) being only one of them, even if it is by far the biggest one,
courtesy of the (often violent) support of the secular powers both during and
after the Soviet era. Hardly a criterion of true spiritual legitimacy. Do the
Russian Old Ritualists, for example, deserve to be considered as a “traditional
Russian religion”? If you look at history, I would submit that they have even
more of a claim to being the Russian traditional version of Orthodoxy than any
of the ‘New Rite’ (aka “Nikonian”) jurisdictions. As you see, this all gets
complicated very fast.

Finally, I would argue that state interventions in religious matters has a
pretty disastrous record in Russian history, especially for the past 300 years or
so. But how does a society set social norms without involving the state?

These are tricky matters which do not yield simple solutions.

Russia was born as a principality. Then she became a monarchy, then an
empire, then a union of Soviet republics, then a pseudo-democratic plutocracy,
and now she is a rather bizarre mix of all of the above trying to impersonate a
modern democratic federation with, however, traditional values. No wonder the
result often looks like a total mess! No wonder that, along the way, Russians
commit some rather ridiculous blunders.

The mess with the JW is clearly such a blunder and I hope that with enough
time the Russian society will become more mature and sophisticated at how
such matters are dealt with. Right now we are probably going to see more such
generally well-intentioned PR disasters made worse by a fundamental lack of
ability to explain to the general public, especially in the West, the real nature and
intention of the legal measures adopted (for example, most folks in the West still
mistakenly believe that homosexuals are persecuted in Russia).

Yes, Russia did screw up, but I don’t think that it is fair to harshly blame her
for her admittedly clumsy attempts at recovering a true civilizational identity. At
least she is still trying when so many others have simply given up and caved in
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to the hypocritical and fake system of pseudo-values of the AngloZionist
Empire. I wish all the countries on our suffering planet had the courage and
opportunity to re-discover their own civilizational identities.

The Saker
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Making Sense of the “Super-Fuse” Scare

May 11, 2017

For weeks now I have been getting panicked emails with readers asking me
whether the USA had developed a special technology called “super fuses” which
would make it possible for the USA to successfully pull-off a (preemptive)
disarming first strike against Russia. Super-fuses were also mentioned in
combination with an alleged lack, by Russia, of a functioning space-based
infrared early warning system giving the Russians less time to react to a possible
US nuclear attack.

While there is a factual basis to all this, the original report already mislead
the reader with a shocking title “How US nuclear force modernization is

undermining strategic stability: The burst-height compensating super-fuze” and

by offering several unsubstantiated conclusions. Furthermore, this original
report was further discussed by many observers who simply lack the expertise to
understand what the facts mentioned in the report really mean. Then the
various sources started quoting each other and eventually this resulted in a
completely baseless “super fuse scare”. Let’s try to make some sense of all this.

Understanding nuclear strikes and their targets
To understand what really has taken place I need to first define a couple of
crucial terms:

» Hard-target kill capability: this refers to the capability of a missile to
destroy a strongly protected target such as an underground missile silo
or a deeply buried command post.

* Soft-target kill capability: the capability to destroy lightly or
unprotected targets.

* Counterforce strike: this refers to a strike aimed at the enemy’s military
capabilities.

* Countervalue strike: this refers to a strike on non-military assets such
as cities.
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Since strategic nuclear missile silos and command posts are well protected
and deeply buried, only hard-target kill (HTK) capable missiles can execute a
counterforce strike. Soft-target kill (STK) capable systems are therefore usually
seen as being the ultimate retaliatory capability to hit the enemies cities. The
crucial notion here is that HTK capability is not a function of explosive power,
but of accuracy. Yes, in theory, a hugely powerful weapon can compensate to
some degree for a lack of accuracy, but in reality both the USA and the
USSR/Russia have long understood that the real key to HTK is accuracy.

During the Cold War, intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) were more
accurate than submarine launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) simply because
targeting from the surface and from a fixed position was much easier than
targeting from inside a submerged and moving submarine. The Americans were
the first to successfully deploy a HTK capable SLBM with their Trident D-5.
The Russians have only acquired this capability very recently (with their R-
29RMU Sineva SLBM).

According to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists just a decade ago only 20% of
US SLBMs were HTK capable. Now, with the ‘super-fuse’ 100% of US SLBMs are
HTK capable. What these super-fuses do is very accurately measure the optimal
altitude at which to detonate thereby partially compensating for a lack of
accuracy of a non-HTK capable weapon. To make a long story short, these
super-fuses made all US SLBMs HTK capable.

Does that matter?

Yes and no. What that means on paper is that the US has just benefited from
a massive increase in the number of US missiles with HTK capability. Thus, the
US has now a much larger missile force capable of executing a disarming
counterforce strike. In reality, however, things are much more complicated than
that.

Understanding counterforce strikes

Executing a disarming counterforce strike against the USSR, and later,
Russia, has been an old American dream. Remember Reagans “Star Wars”
program? The idea behind it was simple: to develop the capability to intercept
enough incoming Soviet warheads to protect the USA from a retaliatory Soviet
counter strike. It would work something like this: destroy, say, 70% of the Soviet
ICBM/SLBMs and intercept the remaining 30% before they can reach the USA.
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This was total nonsense, both technologically (the technology did not exist) and

strategically (just a few Soviet “leakers” could wipe-out entire US cities. Who

could take such a risk?). The more recent US deployment of anti-ballistic

missile systems in Europe has exactly the same purpose —to protect the USA

from a retaliatory counterstrike. ~Without going into complex technical

discussions, let’s just say that at this point in time, this system would never

protect the USA from anything. But, in the future, we could imagine such a

scenario:

1.

The USA and Russia agree to further deep cuts in their nuclear strategic
forces thereby dramatically reducing the total number of Russian
SLBM/ICBMs.

. The USA deploys anti-ballistic systems all around Russia, which can

catch and destroy Russian missiles in the early phase of their flight
towards the USA.

. The USA also deploys a number of systems in space or around the USA

to intercept any incoming Russian warheads.

The USA having a very large HTK-capable force executes a successful
counterforce strike destroying 90% (or so) of the Russian capabilities
and then the rest are destroyed during their flight.

This is the dream. It will never work. Here is why:

1.
2.

The Russians will not agree to deep cuts in their nuclear strategic forces.
The Russians have already deployed the capability to destroy the forward
deployed US anti-ballistic systems in Europe.

Russian warheads and missiles are now maneuverable and can even use
any trajectory, including over the South Pole, to reach the USA. New
Russian missiles have a dramatically shorter and faster first stage burn
period making them much harder to intercept.

Russia’s reliance on ballistic missiles will be gradually replaced with
strategic (long-range) cruise missiles (more about that later).

. This scenario mistakenly assumes that the USA will know where the

Russian SLBM launching submarines will be when they launch and that
they will be able to engage them (more about that later).

. This scenario completely ignores the Russian road-mobile and rail-

mobile ICBMs (more about that later).
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Understanding MIRV's

Before explaining points 4, 5 and 6 above, I need to mention another
important fact: one missile can carry either one single warhead or several (up to
12 and more). When a missile carries several independently targetable
warheads, it is called a MIRV as in “multiple independently targetable reentry
vehicle”.

MIRVs are important for several reasons. First, one single missile with 10
warheads can, in theory, destroy 10 different targets. Alternatively, one single
missile can carry, say 3-4 real warheads and 6-7 decoys. In practical terms what
look like one missile on take-off can turn into 5 real warheads, all targeted at
different objectives and another 5 fake decoys designed to make interception
that much more difficult. MIRVs, however, also present a big problem: they are
lucrative targets. If with one of “my” nuclear warheards I can destroy 1 of “your”
MIRVed missiles, I lose 1 warhead but you lose 10. This is one of the reasons
the USA is moving away from land-based MIRVed ICBMs.

The important consideration here is that Russia has a number of possible

options to chose from and how many of her missiles will be MIRVed is
impossible to predict. Besides, all US and Russian SLBMs will remain MIRVed
for the foreseeable future (de-MIRVing SLBMs makes no sense, really, since the
entire nuclear missile carrying submarine (or SSBN) is a gigantic MIRVed
launching pad by definition).

In contrast to MIRVed missiles, single warhead missiles are very bad targets
to try to destroy using nuclear weapons: even if “my” missile destroys “yours” we
both lose 1 missile each. What is the point? Worse, if I have to use 2 of “mine”
to make really sure that “yours” is really destroyed, my strike will result in me
using 2 warheads in exchange for only 1 of yours. This makes no sense at all.

Finally, in retaliatory countervalue strikes, MIRVed ICBM/SLBMs are a
formidable threat: just one single R-30 Bulava (SS-N-30) SLBM or one single R-
36 Voevoda (SS-18) ICBM can destroy ten American cities. Is that a risk worth
taking? Say the USA failed to destroy one single Borei-class SSBN —in theory
that could mean that this one SSBN could destroy up to 200 American cities (20
SLBMs with 10 MIRVs each). How is that for a risk?
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Contrasting the US and Russian nuclear triad

Strategic nuclear weapons can be deployed on land, in the oceans or
delivered by aircraft. This is called the “nuclear triad” I won’t discuss the
aircraft based part of the US and Russian triads here, as they don't significantly
impact the overall picture and because they are roughly comparable. The sea
and land based systems and their underlying strategies could not be any more
different. At sea, the USA has had HTK capabilities for many years now, and the
US decided to hold the most important part of the US nuclear arsenal in SSBNs.
In contrast, the Russians chose to develop road-mobile intercontinental ballistic
missiles. The very first one was the RT-2PM Topol (SS-25) deployed in 1985,
followed by the T-2PM2 «Topol-M» (SS-27) deployed in 1997 and the
revolutionary RT-24 Yars or Topol-MR (SS-29) deployed in 2010 (the US
considered deployed road-mobile strategic missiles, but never succeeded in
developing the technology).

The Russians have also deployed rail-mobile missiles called RT-23 Molodets
(SS-24) and are about to deploy a newer version called RS-27 Barguzin (SS-317).
This is what they look like:

Russian road mobile and rail mobile ICBMs

SSBNs and road and rail mobile missiles all have two things in common:
they are mobile and they rely on concealment for survival as neither of them can
hope to survive. The SSBN hides in the depths of the ocean, the road-mobile
missile launcher drives around the immense Russian expanses and can hide,
literally, in any forest. As for the rail-mobile missile train, it hides be being
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completely indistinguishable from any other train on the huge Russian railroad
network (even from up close it is impossible to tell whether what you are seeing
is a regular freight train or a missile launching special train). To destroy these
systems, accuracy is absolutely not enough: you need to find them and you need
to find them before they fire their missiles. And that is, by all accounts, quite
impossible.

The Russian Navy likes to keep its SSBNs either under the polar ice-cap or in
so called “bastions” such as the Sea of Okhotsk. While these are not really “no-
go” zones for US attack submarines (SSNs), they are extremely dangerous areas
where the Russian Navy has a huge advantage over the US (if only because the
US attack submarine cannot count on the support of surface ships or aircraft).
The US Navy has some of the best submarines on the planet and superbly
trained crews, but I find the notion that US SSNs could find and destroy all
Russian SSBNs before the latter can launch unlikely in the extreme.

As for the land-based rail-mobile and road-mobile missiles; they are protected
by Russian Air Defenses which are the most advanced on the planet - not the
kind of airspace the US would want to send B-53, B-1 or B-2 bombers into. But
most importantly, these missiles are completely hidden. So even if the USA
could somehow destroy them, it would fail to find enough of them to make a
tirst disarming strike a viable option. By the way, the RS-24 has four MIRVs
(make that 4 US cities while the RS-27 will have between 10 and 16 (make that
another 10 to 16 US cities vaporized).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRClbgBaYko
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Finally, let’s take a look at geography and cruise missiles. Two Russian
cruise missiles are especially important to us: the Kh-102 and the 3M-14K:

KH-102 - 14E
Range: 5500 lom 2500 lan
Laun cher: Strategic bomber Ajr cralt, ship, rail or

trocl container

Warlead: Wuclear 450 Lt Muclear fuonlonon)

Looking at geography and cruise missiles

What is important with these two cruise missiles is that the KH-102 has a
huge range and that the 3M-14K can be fired from aircraft, ships and even
containers. Take a look at this video which shows the capabilities of this
missile:Now consider where the vast majority of US cities are located —right
along the East and West coasts of the USA and the fact that the US has no air
defenses of any kind protecting them. A Russian strategic bomber could hit any
West Coast city from the middle of the Pacific ocean. As for a Russian
submarine, it could hit any US city from the middle of the Atlantic. Finally, the
Russians could conceal an unknown number of cruise missiles in regular
looking shipping containers (flying the Russian flag or, for that matter, any other
flag) and simply sail to the immediate proximity of the US coast and unleash a
barrage of nuclear cruise missiles.

How much reaction time would such a barrage give the US government?

Understanding reaction time

It is true that the Soviet and Russian space-based early warning system is in
bad shape. But did you know that China never bothered developing such a
space based system in the first place? So what is wrong with the Chinese, are
they stupid, technologically backward or do they know something we don’t?
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To answer that question we need to look at the options facing a country
under nuclear missile attack. The first option is called “launch on warning”:
you see the incoming missiles and you press the “red button” (keys in reality) to
launch your own missiles. That is sometimes referred to as “use them or lose
them” The next option is “launch on strike”: you launch all you've got as soon
as a nuclear strike on your territory is confirmed. And, finally, there is the
“retaliation after ride-out“: you absorb whatever your enemy shot at you, then
take a decision to strike back. What is obvious is that China has adopted,
whether by political choice or due to limitation in space capabilities, either a
“launch on strike” or a “retaliation after ride-out” option. This is especially
interesting since China possesses relatively few nuclear warheads and even fewer
real long range ICBMs .

Contrast that with the Russians who have recently confirmed that they have
long had a “dead hand system” called “Perimetr” which automatically ascertains
that a nuclear attack has taken place and then automatically launches a
counterstrike. That would be a “launch on strike” posture, but it is also possible
that Russia has a double-posture: she tries to have the capability to launch on
warning, but double-secures herself with an automated “dead hand” “launch on
strike” capability.
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Take a look at this estimate of worldwide stocks of strategic nuclear
warheads: While China is credited with only 260 warheads, Russia still has a
whopping 7,000 warheads. And a “dead hand” capability. And yet China feels
confident enough to announce a “no first use” policy. How can they say that,
with no space-based nuclear missile launch detection capability?

Many will say that the Chinese wished they had more nukes and a space-
based nuclear missile launch detection capability, but that their current financial
and technological means simply do not allow that. Maybe. But my personal
guess is that they realize that even their very minimal force represents a good
enough deterrent for any potential aggressor. And they might have a point.

Let me ask you this: how many US generals and politicians would be willing
to sacrifice just one major US city in order to disarm China or Russia? Some
probably would. But I sure hope that the majority would realize that the risk
will always remain huge.

For one thing, modern nuclear warfare has, so far, only been “practiced” on
paper and with computers (and thank God for that!)? So nobody *really* knows
for sure how a nuclear war would play itself out. The only thing which is certain
is that just the political and economic consequences would be catastrophic and
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totally unpredictable. Furthermore, it remains very unclear how such a war
could be stopped short of totally destroying one side. The so-called “de-
escalation” is a fascinating concept, but so far nobody has really figured this out.
Finally, I am personally convinced that both the USA and Russia have more than
enough survivable nuclear weapons to actually decide to ride out a full-scale
enemy attack. That is the one big issue which many well-meaning pacifists
never understood: it is a good thing that “the USA and Russia have the means to
blow-up the world ten times over” simply because even if one side succeeded in
destroying, say, 95% of the US or Russian nuclear forces, the remaining 5%
would be more than enough to wipe-out the attacking side in a devastating
counter-value attack. If Russia and the USA each had, say, only 10 nuclear
warheads then the temptation to try to take them out would be much higher.

This is scary and even sick, but having a lot of nuclear weapons is safer from
a “first-strike stability” point of view than having few. Yes, we do live in a crazy

world.

Consider that in times of crisis both the US and Russia would scramble their
strategic bombers and keep them in the air, refueling them when needed, for as
long as needed to avoid having them destroyed on the ground. So even if the
USA destroyed ALL Russian ICBM/SLBMs, there would be quite a few strategic
bombers in holding patterns in staging areas which could be given the order to
strike. And here we reach one last crucial concept:

Counterforce strikes require a lot of HTK capable warheads.

The estimates by both sides are kept secret, of course, but we are talking over
1000 targets on each side at least listed, if not actually targeted. But a
countervalue strike would require much less. The US has only 10 cities with
over one million people. Russia has only 12. And remember, in theory one
warhead is enough for one city (that is not true, but for all practical purposes it
is). Just look what 9/11 did to the USA and imagine if, say, “only” Manhattan
had been truly nuked. You can easily imagine the consequences.

Conclusion 1: super-fuses are not really that super at all

The super-fuses scare is so overblown that it is almost an urban legend. The
fact is that even if all the US SLBMs are now HTK capable and even if Russia
does not have a functional space-based missile launch detection capability (she
is working on a new one, by the way), this in no way affects the fundamental fact
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that there is nothing, nothing at all that the USA could come up with to prevent
Russia from obliterating the USA in a retaliatory strike. The opposite is also
true, the Russians have exactly zero hope of nuking the USA and survive the
inevitable US retaliation.

The truth is that as far back as the early 1980s Soviet (Marshal Ogarkov) and
US specialists had already come to the conclusion that a nuclear war is
unwinnable. In the past 30 years two things have dramatically changed the
nature of the game: first, an increasing number of conventional weapons have
become comparable in their effects to small nuclear weapons, and cruise
missiles have become vastly more capable. The trend today is for low-RCS
(stealth) long range hyper-sonic cruise missiles and maneuvering ICBM
warheads which will make it even harder to detect and intercept them. Just
think about it: if the Russians fired a cruise missile volley from a submarine say,
100km off the US coast, how much reaction time will the US have? Say that
these low-RCS missiles would begin flying at medium altitude being for all
practical purposes invisible to radar, infra-red and even sound, then lower
themselves down to 3-5 m over the Atlantic and then accelerate to a Mach 2 or
Mach 3 speed. Sure, they will become visible to radars once they cross the
horizon, but the remaining reaction time would be measured in seconds, not
minutes. Besides, what kind of weapon system could stop that type of missile
anyway? Maybe the kind of defenses around a US aircraft carrier (maybe), but
there is simply nothing like that along the US coast.

As for ballistic missile warheads, all the current and foreseeable anti-ballistic
systems rely on calculations for a non-maneuvering warhead. Once the
warheads begin to make turns and zig-zag, then the computation needed to
intercept them becomes harder by several orders of magnitude. Some Russian
missiles, like the R-30 Bulava, can even maneuver during their initial burn stage,
making their trajectory even harder to estimate (and the missile itself harder to
intercept).

The truth is that for the foreseeable future, ABM systems will be much more
expensive and difficult to build then ABM-defeating missiles. Also, keep in
mind that an ABM missile itself is also far, far more expensive than a warhead.
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Frankly, I have always suspected that the American obsession with various types
of ABM technologies is more about giving cash to the Military Industrial
Complex and, at best, developing new technologies useful elsewhere.

Conclusion 2: the nuclear deterrence system remains stable, very stable

At the end of WWII, the Soviet Union’s allies, moved by the traditional
western love for Russia immediately proceeded to plan for a conventional and a
nuclear war against the Soviet Union (see Operation Unthinkable and Operation
Dropshot). Neither plan was executed. The western leaders were probably
rational enough not to want to trigger a full-scale war against the armed forces
which had destroyed roughly 80% of the Nazi war machine. What is certain,
however, is that both sides fully understood that the presence of nuclear
weapons profoundly changed the nature of warfare and that the world would
never be the same again: for the first time in history all of mankind faced a truly
existential threat. As a direct result of this awareness, immense sums of money
were given to some of the brightest people on the planet to tackle the issue of
nuclear warfare and deterrence. This huge effort resulted in an amazingly
redundant, multi-dimensional and sophisticated system which cannot be
subverted by any one technological breakthrough. There is SO much
redundancy and security built into the Russian and American strategic nuclear
forces that a disarming first strike is all but impossible, even if we make the most
unlikely and far-fetched assumptions giving one side all the advantages and the
other all the disadvantages. For most people it is very hard to wrap their heads
around such a hyper-survivable system. But both the USA and Russia have run
hundreds and even thousands of very advanced simulations of nuclear
exchanges, spending countless hours and millions of dollars trying to find a
weak spot in the other guy’s system, and each time the result was the same: there
is always enough to inflict an absolutely cataclysmic retaliatory counter-strike.

Conclusion 3: the real danger to our common future

The real danger to our planet comes not from a sudden technological
breakthrough which would make nuclear war safe, but from the demented filled
minds of the US Neocons who believe that they can bring Russia to heel in a
game of “nuclear chicken” These Neocons have apparently convinced
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themselves that making conventional threats against Russia, such as unilaterally
imposing no-fly zones over Syria, does not bring us closer to a nuclear
confrontation. It does.

The Neocons love to bash the United Nations in general, and the veto power
of the Permanent Five (P5) at the UN Security Council, but they apparently
forgot the reason why this veto power was created in the first place: to outlaw
any action which could trigger a nuclear war. Of course, this assumes that the
P5 all care about international law. Now that the USA has clearly become a
rogue state whose contempt for international law is total, there is no legal
mechanism left to stop the US from committing actions which endanger the
future of mankind. This is what is really scary, not “super-fuses”.

What we are facing today is a nuclear rogue state run by demented
individuals who, steeped in a culture of racial superiority, total impunity and
imperial hubris, are constantly trying to bring us closer to a nuclear war. These
people are not constrained by anything, not morals, not international law, not
even common sense or basic logic. In truth, we are dealing with a messianic cult
every bit as insane as the one of Jim Jones or Adolf Hitler and like all self-
worshiping crazies they profoundly believe in their invulnerability.

It is the immense sin of the so-called “Western world” that it let these
demented individuals take control with little or no resistance and that now
almost the entire western society lack the courage to even admit that it
surrendered itself to what I can only call a satanic cult. Alexander Solzhenitsyn's
prophetic words spoken in 1978 have now fully materialized:

A decline in courage may be the most striking feature that an outside
observer notices in the West today. The Western world has lost its
civic courage, both as a whole and separately, in each country, in each
government, in each political party, and, of course, in the United
Nations. Such a decline in courage is particularly noticeable among
the ruling and intellectual elites, causing an impression of a loss of
courage by the entire society. There are many courageous individuals,
but they have no determining influence on public life (Harvard
Speech, 1978)

Five years later, Solzhenitsyn warned us again saying,

To the ill-considered hopes of the last two centuries, which have
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reduced us to insignificance and brought us to the brink of nuclear
and non-nuclear death, we can propose only a determined quest for
the warm hand of God, which we have so rashly and self-confidently
spurned. Only in this way can our eyes be opened to the errors of this
unfortunate twentieth century and our hands be directed to setting
them right. There is nothing else to cling to in the landslide: the
combined vision of all the thinkers of the Enlightenment amounts to
nothing. Our five continents are caught in a whirlwind. But it is
during trials such as these that the highest gifts of the human spirit are
manifested. If we perish and lose this world, the fault will be ours
alone. (Tempelton Speech, 1983)

We have been warned, but will we heed that warning?

The Saker
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Trump: dancing with wolves on the Titanic

May 26, 2017

Robert Fisk put it best: “Trump Is About To Really Mess Up In The Middle
East” Following his fantastically stupid decision to attack the Syrian military

with cruise missiles, Trump, or should I say the people who take decisions for
him probably realized that it was “game over” for any US policy in the Middle-

East. So they did the only thing they could do: they ran towards those few who
actually were happy with this aggression on Syria: the Saudis and the Israelis.
Needless to say, with these two “allies” what currently passes for some type of
“US foreign policy” in the Middle-East will only go from bad to worse.

There are many ways in which Saudi Arabia and Israel are truly unique: they
are both prime sponsors of terrorism, they are both nations deeply steeped in
ideologies which can only be described as uncivilized (Wahabism and Jewish
supremacism) and they are both armed to the teeth. But they also have one
other thing in common. In spite of, or maybe because of, their immense
military budgets, these two nations are also militarily very weak. Oh sure, they
have lots of fancy military hardware and they like to throw their weight around
and beat up some defenseless “enemy”, but once you set aside all the propaganda
you realize that the Saudis can’t even deal with the Houtis in Yemen while the

Israelis got comprehensively defeated by 2" rate Hezbollah forces in 2006 (top
of the line Hezbollah forces were concentrated along the Litani river and never
saw direct combat): the entire Golani Brigade could not even take Bint Jbeil
under control even though that small town was only 1,5 miles away from the
Israeli border. This is also the reason why the Saudis and the Israelis try to limit
themselves to airstrikes: because on the ground they simply suck. Here again
the similarity is striking: the Saudis have become “experts” at terrorizing
defenseless Shia (in the KSA or in Bahrain) while the Israelis are the experts on
how to terrorize Palestinian civilians.
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Dancing with wolves

With Trump now officially joining this ugly alliance, the USA will contribute
the military “expertise” of a country which cant even take Mosul, mostly
because its forces are hiding, literally, behind the backs of Kurdish and Arab
Iragis. To think that these three want to take on Hezbollah, Iran and Russia
would be almost comical if it wasn’t for the kind of appalling bloodshed that will
result.

Alas, just look at what the Saudis are doing to Yemen, what the Israelis did to
Gaza or Lebanon or what the USA did to Iraq and you will immediately get a
sense of what the formation of this nefarious alliance will mean for the people of
Syria and the rest of the region. The record shows that a military does not need
to be skilled at real warfare to be skilled at murdering people. Even though the
US occupation of Iraq was, in military terms, a total disaster, it did result in

almost one and a half million dead people.
What is also clear is who the main target of this evil alliance will be: the only
real democracy in the Middle-East, Iran. The pretext? Why —weapons of mass

destruction, of course: the (non-existing) chemical weapons of the Syrians and
the (non-existing) nuclear weapons of the Iranians. In Trump’s own words:

“no civilized nation can tolerate the massacre of innocents with
chemical weapons” and “The United States is firmly committed to
keeping Iran from developing a nuclear weapon and halting their
support of terrorists and militias that are causing so much suffering
and chaos throughout the Middle East’.
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Nothing new here. As for how this evil alliance will fight when it does not
have any boots worth putting on the ground? Here, again, the solution is as
simple as it is old: to use the ISIS/al-Qaeda takfiri crazies as cannon fodder for
the USA, Israel and the KSA. This is just a re-heated version of the “brilliant”
Brzezinski plan on how to fight the Soviets in Afghanistan. Back to the future
indeed. And should the “good terrorists” win, by some kind of miracle in Syria,
then turn them loose against Hezbollah in Lebanon and against the Shias in Iraq
and Iran. Who knows, with some (a lot) of luck, the Empire might even be able
to re-kindle the “Caucasus Emirate” somewhere on the southern borders of
Russia, right?

Wrong.

For one thing, the locals are not impressed. Here is what the Secretary
General of Hezbollah, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, had to say about this:

“The Israelis, are betting on Isis and all this takfiri project in the
region... but in any case they know, the Israelis, the Americans, and
all those who use the takfiris, that this is a project without any future.
I tell you, and I also reassure everyone through this interview. This
project has no future”

He is right, of course. And the newly re-elected President of Iran, Hassan
Rouhani, openly says that the Americans are clueless:

The problem is that the Americans do not know our region and those
who advise US officials are misleading them

It is pretty clear who these ‘advisers’ are: the Saudis and the Israelis. Their
intentions are also clear: to let the Americans do their dirty work for them while
remaining as far back as possible. You could say that the Saudis and Israelis are
trying to get the Americans to do for them what the Americans are trying to get
the Kurds to do for them in Iraq: be their cannon fodder. The big difference is
that the Kurds at least clearly understand what is going on whereas the
Americans are, indeed, clueless.

Not all Americans, of course. Many fully understand what is happening. A
good example of this acute awareness is what b had to say on Moon of Alabama

after reading the transcript of the press briefing of Secretary of Defense Mattis,
General Dunford and Special Envoy McGurk on the Campaign to Defeat ISIS:
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My first thought after reading it was: “These people live in a different
world. They have no idea how the real world works on the ground.
What real people think, say, and are likely to do.” There was no
strategic thought visible. Presented were only some misguided tactical
ideas.

A senior British reporter, the Secretary General of Hezbollah, the President
of Iran and a US blogger all seem to agree on one thing: there is no real US
“policy” at work here. What we are seeing is a dangerous exercise in pretend-
strategy which cannot result in anything but chaos and defeat.

So why is the Trump administration plowing ahead with this nonsense?

The reasons are most likely a combination of internal US politics and a case

of “if all you have is a hammer everything looks like a nail”. The anti-Trump

color revolution cum coup détat which the Neocons and the US deep state

started even before Trump actually got into the White House has never stopped
and all the signs are that the anti-Trump forces will only rest once Trump is
impeached and, possibly, removed from office. In response to this onslaught, all
that Trump initially could come up with was to sacrifice his closest allies and
friends (Flynn, Bannon) in the vain hope that this would appease the Neocons.
Then he began to mindlessly endorse their “policies”. Predictably this has not
worked either. Then Trump even tried floating the idea of having Joe

Lieberman for FBI director before getting ‘cold feet’ and changing his position
vet again. And all the while, while Trump is desperately trying to appease them,

the Neocons are doubling-down, doubling-down again and then doubling-down
some more. It is pretty clear by now that Trump does not have what it takes in
terms of allies or even personal courage to tackle the swamp he promised to
drain. As a result, what we are seeing now looks like a repeat of the last couple
of years of the Obama administration: a total lack of vision or even a general
policy, chaos in the Executive Branch and a foreign policy characterized by a
multiple personality disorder which sees the Pentagon, Foggy Bottom, the CIA
and the White House all pursuing completely different policies in pursuit of
completely different goals. In turn, each of these actors engages in what (they
think) they do best: the Pentagon bombs, the State Department pretends to
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negotiate, the CIA engages in more or less covert operations in support of more
or less “good terrorists” while the White House focuses its efforts on trying to
make the President look good or, at least, in control of something.

Truth be told, Trump has nothing at all to show so far:

Russia: according to rumors spread by the US corporate, Rex Tillerson was
supposed to go to Moscow to deliver some kind of ultimatum. Thank God that
did not happen. Instead Tillerson spent several hours talking to Lavrov and
then a couple more talking to Putin. More recently, Lavrov was received by
Tillerson in the USA and, following that meeting, he also met with Trump.
Following all these meetings no tangible results were announced. What does
that mean? Does that mean that nothing was achieved? Not at all. What was
achieved is that the Russians clearly conveyed to the Americans two basic things:
first, that they were not impressed by their sabre-rattling and, second, that as
long as the USA was acting as a braindead elephant in a porcelain store there
was no point for Russia to work with the USA. To his credit, Trump apparently
backed down and even tried to make a few conciliatory statements. Needless to
say, the US Ziomedia crucified him for being “too friendly” with The Enemy.
The outcome now is, of course, better than war with Russia, but neither is it
some major breakthrough as Trump had promised (and, I believe, sincerely
hoped for) during his campaign.

DPRK/PRC: what had to happen did, of course happen: all the sabre-
rattling with three aircraft carrier strike groups ended up being a gigantic flop as
neither the North Koreans nor the Chinese were very impressed. If anything,
this big display of Cold War era hardware was correctly interpreted, not as a sign
of strength, but a sign of weakness. Trump wasted a lot of money and a lot of
time, but he has absolutely nothing to show for it. The DPRK tested yet another
intermediate range missile yesterday. Successfully, they say.

The Ukraine: apparently Trump simply does not care about the Ukraine
and, frankly, I can’t blame him. Right now the situation there is so bad that no
outside power can meaningfully influence the events there any more. I would
argue that in this case, considering the objective circumstances, Trump did the
right thing when he essentially “passed the baby” to Merkel and the EU: let them
try to sort out this bloody mess as it is primarily their problem. Karma, you
know.
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So, all in all, Trump has nothing to show in the foreign policy realm. He
made a lot of loud statements, followed by many threats, but at the end of the
day somebody apparently told him “we can’t do that, Mr President” (and thank
God for that anonymous hero!). Once this reality began to sink in all that was
left was to create an illusion of foreign policy, a make-believe reality in which the
USA is still a superpower which can determine the outcome of any conflict.
Considering that the AngloZionst Empire is, first and foremost, what Chris

Hedges calls an “Empire of Illusions” it only makes sense for its President to
focus on creating spectacles and photo opportunities. Alas, the White House is
so clueless that it manages to commit major blunders even when trying to
ingratiate itself with a close ally. We saw that during the recent Trump trip to
Saudi Arabia when both Melania and Ivanka Trump refused to cover their heads
while in Rhiyad but did so when they visited the Pope in the Vatican. As the
French say, this was “worse than a crime, it was a blunder” which speaks a

million words about the contempt in which the American elites hold the Muslim
world.

There is another sign that the USA is really scraping the bottom of the
barrel: Rex Tillerson has now declared that “NATO should formally join the
anti-Daesh coalition” In military terms, NATO is worse than useless for the

USA: the Americans are much better off fighting by themselves than involving a
large number of “pretend armies” who could barely protect themselves on a real
battlefield. Oh sure, you can probably scrape together a halfway decent
battalion here, maybe even a regiment there, but all in all NATO forces are
useless, especially for ground operations. They, just like the Saudis and Israelis,
prefer to strike from the air, preferably protected by USAF AWACS, and never to
get involved in the kind of ugly infantry fighting which is taking place in Syria.
For all their very real faults and problems, at least the Americans do have a
number of truly combat capable units, such as the Marines and some Army
units, which are experienced and capable of giving the Takfiris a run for their
money. But the Europeans? Forget it!

It is really pathetic to observe the desperate efforts of the Trump
Administration to create some kind of halfway credible anti-Daesh coalition
while strenuously avoiding to look at the simple fact that the only parties which
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can field a large number of combat capable units to fight Daesh are the Iranians,
Hezbollah and, potentially, the Russians. This is why Iranian Presiden Rouhani
recently declared that

“Who fought against the terrorists? It was Iran, Syria, Hezbollah and
Russia. But who funded the terrorists? Those who fund terrorists
cannot claim they are fighting against them” and “Who can say
regional stability can be restored without Iran? Who can say the
region will experience total stability without Iran?”

In truth, even the Turks and the Kurds don't really have what it would take
to defeat Daesh in Syria. But the worst mistake of the US generals is that they
are still pretending as if a large and experienced infantry force like
Daesh/ISIS/al-Qaeda/etc could be defeated without a major ground offensive.
That won’t happen.

So Trump can dance with the Wahabis and stand in prayer at the wailing
wall, but all his efforts to determine the outcome of the war in Syria are bound
to fail. Far from being a superpower, the USA has basically become irrelevant,
especially in the Middle-East. This is why Russia, Iran and Turkey are now
attempting to create a trilateral “USA free” framework to try to change the
conditions on the ground. The very best the USA are still capable of is to
sabotage those efforts and needlessly prolong the carnage in Syria and Iraq. That
is both pathetic and deeply immoral.

PR 2 2

When I saw Trump dancing with his Saudi pals I immediately thought of the
movies “Dances with Wolves” and “Titanic”. Empires often end in violence and
chaos, but Trump has apparently decided to add a good measure of ridicule to
the mix. The tragedy is that neither the United States nor the rest of the planet
can afford that kind of ridicule right now, especially not the kind of ridicule
which can very rapidly escalate in an orgy of violence. With the European
politicians paralyzed in a state subservient stupor to the Rothschild gang, Latin
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America ravaged by (mostly US-instigated) crises and the rest of the planet
trying to stay clear from the stumbling ex-superpower, the burden to try to
contain this slow-motion train wreck falls upon Russia and China.

As for Trump, he made a short speech before NATO leaders today. He spoke
about the “threats from Russia and on NATO's eastern and southern borders”.
QED.

The Saker
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Trump and the bubbles from a sunken (old) world

June 02, 2017

First, a confession: I really don't know how the corporate media has covered
the Trump trip to NATO and the G7 summit. Frankly, I don’t really care —it’s
been a long while already since I stopped listening to these imperial shills. There
is a risk in completely ignoring them, and that risk is the risk to say “white”
when everybody else says “black” This is a small risk —and, after all, who cares?
—but today I will take it again and give you my own take on Trump’s trip to
Europe: I think that it was an immense success. But not necessarily for Trump as
much as it was an immense success for the enemies of the Empire, like myself.
Here is my own rendition on what I think has taken place.

First, Trump was consistently rude. I cannot judge if this lack of manners is
the real Trump or whether Trump was tying to send an unspoken message. For
whatever this is worth, I know of only one person who had personal and private
dealing with the Trump family, including The Donald Himself, and according to
him, Trump is an impeccably courteous person. Whatever may be the case,
whether this was nature or not so subtle “messaging”, Trump truly outdid
himself. He unceremoniously pushed aside the Prime Minister of Montenegro,

who richly deserves being treated with utter contempt. Then he blocked out

Angela Merkel during the official photo taking. He made the G7 wait for over an

hour, he refused to walk to another photo op by foot. He didn't even bother
putting on his translation headset when others were speaking and, crime of
crimes, he told the NATO members states to pay more money while not saying a
single word about Article 5. It is hard to gauge what the rest of the assembled

politicians really thought (prostitutes are good at hiding and repressing their
own feelings), but Merkel clearly was angry and frustrated. Apparently,
everybody hated Trump, with the sole possible exception of Marcon (but he is a
high-end prostitute). As much as Obama was a charmer, Trump seems to relish
the role of ruffian. But most importantly, Trump treated the EU/NATO gang
with the contempt they deserve and that, frankly, I find most refreshing. Why?
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The ugly truth about NATO: Eurosissies and Eurodummies

What is NATO? Originally, NATO was supposed to be a military alliance to
oppose the Soviet armed forces and, later, the Warsaw Treaty Organization. Now
that these two have disappeared, NATO has no real mission. What NATO still
has is a huge bureaucracy. There is a lot of money to be made through NATO:
salaries, contracts, investments, etc. Heck —these guys just built themselves

gigantic and brand new headquarters, probably to “deter the Russian aggression”,

right? NATO is also a huge bureaucratic lift which can pull people up to the real
centers of power, including financial power. Furthermore, NATO is also a gang
of people who use NATO to advance their petty career or political agenda. At
best, NATO is a gigantic fig leaf covering the obscenity of western imperialism.

What NATO is not is a militarily useful alliance. Oh yes, sure, the Americans
can use NATO to force the Europeans to use US military hardware. That is true,
but should a war break out, especially a *real* war against Russia, the Americans
would push all these Eurosissies out of the way and do 90%+ of the fighting.
Most NATO armies are a joke anyway, but even those who are marginally better
fully depend on the USA for all the force multipliers (intelligence, logistics,
transportation, communications, navigation, etc.).

And then there is the “New Europe™ the crazies in Poland or the Baltics who
are making an immense effort in trying to get the Old Europeans (who made the
huge mistake to accept them into NATO) on a collision course with Russia.
From a pragmatic point of view, NATO member states should have never EVER
incorporated the “New Europeans” into their alliance. The same goes for the EU,
of course. But in their illusions of grandeur and their petty revanchism they
decided that *real* Europe needed to be joined at the hip with “New Europe”
and now they are paying the price for this strategic mistake of colossal
proportions. Of course, the Americans are bastards for encouraging the
Eurodummies in their delusional dreams, but now that the deed is done, the
Americans are doing the rational and pragmatic thing: they are letting the
Eurodummies deal with their own mistakes. This is best shown by Trump’s new
policy about the Ukraine: he simply does not care.

Oh sure, he will say something about the Minsk Agreement, maybe mention
Crimea, he might even say something about a Russian threat. But then he turns
away and walks. And the Eurodummies are not discovering something which
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they should have suspected all along: the Ukraine is *their* problem now, the
Americans don’t care because they have nothing to lose and nothing to win
either, and so besides empty words they will offer nothing. Much worse is the
fact that it appears that it will be the Europeans who will end up paying most of
the costs of rebuilding the Ukraine when the current Nazi regime is finally
removed (but that is a topic for a future article).

There is karmic justice at work here: all the Eurodummies will now have to
deal with the fallout from the total collapse of the Ukraine, but the first ones to
pay will be the Poles who tried so hard to draw NATO and the real Europe into
their revanchist agenda. Besides, is it not simply justice for the Poles who for
years have been ranting about a Russian threat and who for years have been
supporting nationalist and even neo-Nazi movements in the Ukraine to now be
faced with a deluge of problems (social, political, economic, etc.) coming from
“their” Ukrainians while the Russians will be looking at this mess from the east,
protected by the two Novorussian republics and formidable National and Border
guards. As most Russians will, I wish the Europeans “bien du plaisir” with the
upcoming waves of Ukrainian refugees and the “European values” they will
bring with them.

[Sidebar: will Russia fare any better with her refugees? Absolutely!
Why? Because the Eurodummies are not just Eurodummies, but also
Eurosissies. When faced with a refugee-generated crimewave all they
can do is roll over and go into deep denial. In Russia any such
crimewave will be met with all the force and even violence of the
state. Take a look at these guys:

Russian National Guardsmen
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and imagine how they would react to the kind of events which have
taken place in “Old Europe” recently. Try raping their women!]

The sad truth is that NATO and the EU do not deserve to be treated with
any respect at all. Trumps condescension is fully deserved. Worse, the
Americans don’t even have to pretend to take the Europeans seriously because,
for the past decade, the latter have sheepishly obeyed the most ridiculous and
even self-defeating orders from the Americans.

Truly, Victoria Nuland’s famous words about the EU were expressing
something of an American consensus about the Old Continent.

The G7: “bubbles from a sunken world”

“Bubbles from a sunken world” is not an expression I coined. It was the
Russian author Ivan Solonevich who wrote about the kind of exiled Russian
aristocrats who still thought that they would one day recover all their properties
seized by the Soviets in Russia. Still, this expression also applies to the G7
leaders who meet with a great deal of gravitas and pretend like they really
matter. In truth, they don't. There used to be a time when the G7 really was
huge, but now with China and India missing at the table and with Russia
expelled, the G7 has become just a kaffeeklatsch for ugly rich people; an
occasion to reminisce about the good old days when Europe still mattered.

In reality, of course, and just like with the EU or NATO, the G7 is an
anachronistic leftover of a long gone past. G7 countries are simply not the place
where the real action is nowadays. But even worse than that is the fact that the
leaders of the G7 suffer from the same form of senile dementia as the EU or
NATO leaders which is unsurprising since they are more or less the same
people: they have nothing original or new to say, nothing important for sure.
They have no vision at all, very little legitimacy and even less credibility. Yes,
sure, in France Macron did win, but only because the French establishment
engaged in a massive propaganda campaign aimed at beating Marine LePen. But
if you consider that only about 20% of the French voted for Macron in the first
round and that he achieved that rather pitiful score even though he had the full
support of the French establishment then you realize how unpopular that
establishment really is with the French. While the Rothschild propaganda
machine tried to present Macron like some kind of de Gaulle, most French
people did see him for what he was: a hollow puppet in the hands of the
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transnational plutocracy. And yet, of all the leaders of the G7, Macron is
undeniably the most dynamic one, not only due to his young age, but simply
because he does not come across as some kind of fossil from a distant past.

We are told that the G7 is composed of the seven major advanced economies
on the planet (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and
the United States), but the only real power in that list is the USA. Next, it would
be Germany, but Merkel's immigration policies have resulted in an EU-wide
disaster and she is very much an embattled leader. She is also a prime culprit of
the Ukrainian fiasco. Next in line would be the UK, but the UK has just left the
EU and May is presiding over a process which she herself opposes, as do the
British elites. Which leaves us with Japan, Italy and Canada. Japan’s past
economic power is being overshadowed by China’s immense economy while in
political terms the Japanese are voiceless US subcontractors. Italy should not
even be part of the G7, at least not in political and economic terms, because Italy
is much closer to her Mediterranean neighbors such as Spain and Greece and
therefore looked down upon with contempt by the “northerners”, especially
Germany. Which leaves Canada, arguably the most irrelevant and subservient
country of them all (when is the last time Canada had anything of relevance to
say about anything? Exactly). The bottom line is this: in economic terms the G7
has pretty much been replaced by the G20 while in political terms the G7 is an
empty shell. Trump fully realizes that and that is why he does not even try to be
polite with them.

Trump and the Eurodwarves

Obama was a born used car salesman: he could be charming and polite with
anybody and everybody. Trump has never had any need to act in such a way
and, in the case of the Europeans, he does not even feel like trying.
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Trump’s contempt for European leaders is definitely undiplomatic and shows
a basic lack of education, but it still is a contempt the European leaders richly
deserve. Furthermore, while it is true that the AngloZionist Empire is sinking,
the European part is sinking much faster than the American one. Which is
unsurprising since the USA is truly a very unique country.

The American Sonderfall

As I was writing this article I have been listening to the press conference of
Donald Trump in the Rose Garden explaining to the world that the USA would
now withdraw from the Paris Agreement. I don’t want to discuss the merits of

this agreement or the reasons behind Trump’s decision, but I will stress that this
places the USA in direct opposition to 195 other countries who signed this
treaty expecting the USA to abide by its terms. 195 countries really means just
about the entire planet. And yet Trump feels confident that he can afford taking
a separate path and the rest of the world will have to shut up.

Trump is right. The USA is a “special case”

There is absolutely nothing the rest of the planet can do to prevent the
United States from withdrawing from this or any other agreement. The best
proof of that fact can be found in the more or less official US position that it
does not need a UN Security Council to impose sanctions on another nation,
threaten it with military aggression or even go to war against it. Right now, the
USA have attacked Syria several times already and there are US forces deployed
inside Syria and nobody seems to care, which is kind of ironic considering how
many lawyers there are in the USA and, even more so, in Congress. Yet
everybody sheepishly accepts that the US is, for some reason, above the law, that
laws are for “others”, not for the “indispensable nation” with a “duty” and a
“special responsibility” to “lead the world” (sorry, I indulge, but I just love this
kind of imperialistic language!).

In politics, power is not absolute, but relative. Sure, the US military is
basically dysfunctional and doesn’t seem to be capable of frightening anybody
on the US list of “enemies”, but compared to Europe the USA is a powerhouse.
As for the Europeans, they are depending on the Americans for pretty much
everything that matters. Trump understands all that and he seem to have more
respect for Kim Jong-un than for Angela Merkel. I can’t blame him as this is also
how I feel.
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The many sweet ironies of it all

The traditional British foreign policy has always been to foster wars in
Europe to prevent any kind of continental unity. As for the US, its main
objective has always been to keep “keep the Americans in, the Russians out, and
the Germans down” And now we see the Brits leaving the EU and the
Americans pulling out well, maybe not out of Europe per se, but out of most of
Europe’s problems. So why are the Anglos pulling out? Is that not a clear sign
that Europe is sinking?

One of the favorite slogans of the Ukronazis is “Ykpaina —ie €spoma” (The
Ukraine is Europe). Alas, as I wrote in a past article, it is Europe which “became”

(like) the Ukraine: poor, corrupt, lead by hypocritical ideologues totally
detached from reality and, most importantly, totally fixated on imaginary
threats. The only difference between the EU leaders and their Ukronazi
counterparts is that while the latter have declared that they are already fighting a
Russian invasion, the former are only preparing to counter it. That’s it. Other
than that, I see no difference, at least none that matters. Oh, I almost forgot the
Americans: they don’t fight the Russians (yet?), but they are “defending” their
country from the onslaught of Russian hackers and pro-Russian moles in the
entourage of Donald Trump. Brilliant.

In this world gone mad, only the Russians are patiently trying to convince
their western partners to return to some semblance of sanity. But, frankly, I don’t
think that they are very hopeful. They see how the so-called “West” is falling
apart, how the ruling elites of the West appear to be hell-bent on self-destruction
and they wonder: why are our “western partners” so determined to bring about
their own demise and why are they blaming us for what they are doing to
themselves? They also often laugh at the quasi magic powers the paranoid
crazies in the West seem to ascribe to Russia. One senior US official, James
Clapper, former Director of National Intelligence, even thinks that Russians are
“almost genetically driven to co-opt, penetrate, gain favor, whatever, which is a
typical Russian technique” to subvert democracy (I can't decide if he sounds
more like a Nazi racist or a clown... probably a mix of both). As I said, the
Russians are mostly laughing at it all, but just to make darn sure things don't
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turn ugly, they are also re-creating their famous “Shock Armies” (including at
least one Tank Army) and doubling the size of the Russian Airborne Forces
bringing them to 72’000 soldiers and generally preparing for World War 3.

But for the time being, war is far less likely than it would have been with
Hillary. What we see is Trump making “America great again” by stepping on its
allies in Europe and by contemptuously disregarding the rest of humanity. That
kind of arrogant megalomania is not a pretty sight for sure —but way better than
WWIIL. And “better than WWIII” is all we can hope for in the foreseeable

future.

The Saker
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The crisis in Qatar: yet another clumsy attempt by
the Three Rogue States to weaken Iran

June 09, 2017 .

First, a quick who’s who

We will probably never find out what truly was discussed between Trump,
the Saudis and the Israelis, but there is little doubt that the recent Saudi move
against Qatar is the direct results of these negotiations. How do I know that?
Because Trump himself said so! As I mentioned in a recent column, Trump’s
catastrophic submission to the Neocons and their policies have left him stuck
with the KSA and Israel, two other rogue states whose power and, frankly,
mental sanity, are dwindling away by the minute.

While the KSA and Qatar have had their differences and problems in the
past, this time around the magnitude of the crisis is much bigger than anything

the past. This is a tentative and necessarily rough outline of who is supporting
whom:

Questions, many questions

The situation is very fluid and all this might change soon, but do you notice
something weird in the list above? Turkey and Germany are supporting Qatar
even though the US is supporting the KSA. That’s two major NATO member
states taking a position against the USA.
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Supporting the Saudis Supporting Qatar
(according to Wikipedia) (according to me)

United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Egypt, Maldives, Yemen (they
mean the pro-Saudi regime in Turkey, Germany, Iran.
exile),Mauritania, Momoros,
Libya (Tobruk government),
Jordan, Chad, Djibouti, Senegal,
United State, Gabon

The numbers are on the Saudi side, but the quality?

Next, look at the list supporting the Saudis: except for the USA and Egypt

they are all militarily irrelevant (and the Egyptians won’t get militarily involved

anyway). Not so for those opposing the Saudis, especially not Iran and Turkey.

So if money is on the side of the Saudis, firepower is on the side of Qatar here.

Then, Gabon? Senegal? Since when are those two involved in Persian Gulf

politics? Why are they taking sides in this faraway conflict? A quick look at the

10 conditions the Saudis demand that the Qataris fulfill does not help us
understand their involvement either:

1.
2.

Y X NN e

Immediate severance of diplomatic relations with Iran,
Expulsion of all members of the Palestinian resistance movement
Hamas from Qatar,

Freezing all bank accounts of Hamas members and refraining from any
deal with them,

Expulsion of all Muslim Brotherhood members from Qatar,
Expulsion of anti-[P]GCC elements,

Ending support for ‘terrorist organizations,

Stopping interference in Egyptian affairs,

Ceasing the broadcast of the Al Jazeera news channel,

Apologizing to all [Persian] Gulf governments for ‘abuses’ by Al Jazeera,

10.Pledging that it (Qatar) will not carry out any actions that contradict the

policies of the [P]GCC and adhering to its charter.
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The Saudis also handed over a list of individuals and organizations they
want banned (see here).

Looking at these conditions it becomes pretty clear that Iran and the
Palestinians (especially Hamas) are high on the list of demands. But why would
Gabon or Senegal care about this?

More interestingly, why is ISRAEL not listed as a country supporting the
KSA?

As always, the Israelis themselves are much more honest about their role in
all this. Well, maybe they don’t quite say “we done it” but they write articles like
“Five reasons why Israel should care about the Qatar crisis” which lists all the

reasons why the Israelis are delighted:
1. It hurts Hamas
2. It brings Israel closer to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the Gulf
3. It shows US influence is back in the region
4. It delegitimizes terrorism
5. It bolsters Israel’s hand in general and Israel’s government in particular

That kind of honesty is quite refreshing, even if it is primarily for internal,
Israeli, consumption. Quick check with a Palestinian source —yup, the Israelis

are backing the KSA. This is hardly surprising, no matter how hard the western
corporate media tries to not notice this.

What about the USA? Do they really benefit from this crisis?

The USA has what might possibly the largest USAF base worldwide in
Qatar, the Al Udeid Air Base. Furthermore, the forward headquarters of United
States CENTCOM are also located in Qatar. To say that these are crucial US
infrastructures is an understatement —one could argue that these are the most

important US military facilities anywhere in the world outside the United States.
Thus one would logically conclude that the very last thing the US would want is
any type of crisis or even tensions anywhere near such vital facilities yet it quite
clear that the Saudis and the Americans are acting in unison against Qatar. This
makes no sense, right? Correct. But now that the US has embarked on a futile
policy of military escalation in Syria it should come as no surprise that the two

main US allies in the region are doing the same thing.
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Besides, was there ever a time with the Trump Administration’s policies in
the Middle-East made any logical sense at all? During the election campaign
they were, shall we say, 50/50 (excellent on ISIS, plain stupid about Iran). But
ever since the January coup against Flynn and Trump’s surrender to the Neocons
all we have seen in one form of delusional stupidity after another.

Objectively, the crisis around Qatar is not good at all for the USA. But that
does not mean that an Administration which has been taken over by hardcore
ideologues is willing to accept this objective reality. What we have here is a very
weak Administration running a rapidly weakening country desperately trying to
prove that it has still a lot of weight to throw around. And if that is, indeed, the
plan, it is a very bad one, one bound to fail and one which will result in a lot of
unintended consequences.

Back to the real world

What he have here is a severe case of smoke and mirrors and what is really
taking place is, yet again, a clumsy attempt by the Three Rogue States (USA,
Saudi Arabia, Israel) to weaken Iran.

Of course, there are other contributing factors here, but the big deal, the core
of the problem, is what I would call the rapidly growing “gravitational pull of
Iran” and the corresponding “orbital decay” of the entire region closer and closer
to Iran. And just to make things worse, the Three Rogue States are visibly and
inexorably losing their influence over the region: the USA in Iraq and Syria,
Israel in Lebanon and Saudi Arabia in Yemen —all three have embarked on
military operations which ended up being abject failures and which, far from
showing that these countries were powerful, showed how weak they really are.
Even worse is the fact that Saudis are facing a severe economic crisis with no end
in sight, while Qatar has become the richest country on the planet, mostly
thanks to an immense gas field Qatar it shares with Iran.

It could appear that Qatar is not such a big threat to Saudi Arabia after all,
being —unlike Iran —another Salafi country, but in reality this is very much part
of the problem: over the past couple of decades the Qataris have felt their new
wealth give them means completely out of proportion with their physical size:
not only did they create the most influential media empire of the Middle-East,
al-Jazeera, but they even embarked on a foreign policy of their own which made
them key players in the crises in Libya, Egypt and Syria. And yes, Qatar did
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become a prime supporter of terrorism, but so are the United States, Saudi
Arabia or Israel, so that is just a hollow pretext. The real Qatari ‘crime’ was to
refuse, on purely pragmatic reasons, to join into the massive anti-Iranian
campaign imposed on the region by Saudi Arabia and Israel. Unlike the long list
of countries who had to voice their support for the Saudi position, the Qataris
could simply say “no” and chart its own course.

What the Saudis now are hoping for is that Qatar will yield to the threats and
that the Saudi-lead coalition will prevail without having a “hot” war against
Qatar. How likely they are to achieve this result is anyone’s guess, but I am
personally rather dubious (more about this later).

What about Russia in all that?

The Russians and the Qataris have butted heads many times over, especially
over Syria and Libya where Qatar played an extremely toxic role being the prime
financiers of various takfiri terrorist groups. Furthermore, Qatar is Russia’s
number one competitor in many LNG (liquefied natural gas) markets. There
were also other crises between the two countries, including what appears to be a
Russian assassination of the Chechen terrorist Leader Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev
and the subsequent torture and trial of two Russian Embassy employees accused
of being involved in the assassination (they were sentenced to life in prison and
eventually sent back to Russia). Still, the Russians and the Qataris are eminently
pragmatic peoples and the two countries mostly maintained a cordial, if careful,
relationship which even included some joint economic ventures.

It is highly unlikely that Russia will intervene directly in this crisis unless, of
course, Iran is directly attacked. The good news is that such a direct attack on
Iran is unlikely as none of the Three Rogue States really have any stomach to
take on Iran (and Hezbollah). What Russia will do is use her soft power, political
and economic, to try slowly reel in Qatar into the Russian orbit according to the
semi-official strategy of the Russian Foreign Ministry which is to “turn enemies
into neutrals, neutrals into friends, friends into allies”. Just like with Turkey, the
Russians will gladly help, especially since they know that this help will buy them
some very precious influence in the region.
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Iran, the real target of it all

The Iranians are now openly saying that the recent terrorist attack in Tehran

was ordered by Saudi Arabia. Technically speaking, that means that Iran is now

at war. In reality, of course, Iran being the real local superpower is acting with
calm and restraint: the Iranians fully understand that this latest terrorist attack is

a sign of weakness, if not desperation, and that the best reaction to it is to act the
same way the Russians reacted to the bombings in Saint Petersburg: stay
focused, calm and determined. Just like the Russians, the Iranians have now also
offered to send food to Qatar but it is unlikely that they will intervene militarily
unless the Saudis really go crazy. Besides, with Turkish forces soon deployed in

Qatar, the Iranians have no real need for any displays of military might. I would
argue that the simple fact that neither the USA nor Israel have dared to directly
attack Iran since 1988 (since shooting down by the US Navy of the Iran Air

Flight 655 Airbus) is the best proof of the real Iranian military power.

So where are we heading?

That is truly impossible to predict, if only because the actions of the Three
Rogue States can hardly be described as “rational”. Still, assuming nobody goes
crazy, my personal feeling is that Qatar will prevail and that the latest Saudi
attempt to prove how powerful the Kingdom still is will fail, just like all the
previous ones (in Bahrain 2011, Syria 2012 or Yemen 2015). Time is also not on
the side of the Saudis. As for the Qataris, they have already clearly indicated that
they are unwilling to surrender and that they will fight. The Saudis have already
taken the outrageous decision to impose a blockade of a fellow Muslim country
during the holy month of Ramadan. Will they really now further escalate and
commit an act of aggression against a fellow Muslim country during that
month? They might, but it is hard to believe that even they could be that
ignorant of the Muslim public opinion. But if they don't, then their operation
will lose a lot of momentum while the Qataris will be given time to prepare
politically, economically, socially and militarily. Qatar might be small, and the
Qataris themselves not very numerous, but their immense pockets allow them to
quickly line up any amount of suppliers and contractors willing to help them
out. This is case where the famous “market forces” will act to Qatar’s advantage.
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The Qatari Foreign Minister is expected in Moscow on Saturday and it is

pretty obvious what the talks will be about: while Russia will not put all her
political weight to support the Qataris, the Kremlin might accept to become a
mediator between the KSA and Qatar. If that happens, that would be the
ultimate irony: the main outcome of the Saudi-Israeli-US operation will make
Russia an even more influential player in the region. As for Qatar itself, the
outcome of this crisis will probably articulate itself along Nietzschean lines:
“That which does not kill us, makes us stronger.”

Conclusion

I see this latest crisis as yet another desperate attempt by the Three Rogue
States to prove that they are still the biggest and baddest guy on the block and,
just like the previous ones, I think that it will fail. For example, I just don’t see
the Qataris shutting down al-Jazeera, one of their most powerful “weapons”. Nor
do I see them breaking all diplomatic relations with Iran as those two states are
joined at the hip by the immense South Pars gas condensate field. The immense
wealth of the Qataris also means that they have very powerful supporters
worldwide who right now, as I write these lines, are probably on the phone
making calls to very influential people and indicating to them in no unclear
terms that Qatar is not to be messed with.

If anything this crisis will only serve to push Qatar further into the warm
embrace of other countries, including Russia and Iran, and it will further
weaken the Saudis.

The Three Rogue States have the same problem: their military capability to
threaten, bully or punish is rapidly eroding and fewer and fewer countries out
there fear them. Their biggest mistake is that instead of trying to adapt their
policies to this new reality, they always chose to double-down over and over
again even though they fail each time, making them look even weaker and their
initial predicament even worse. This is a very dangerous downward spiral and
yet the Three Rogue States seem unable to devise any other policy.

I will end this column by comparing what Presidents Putin and Trump are
doing these days as I find this comparison highly symbolic of the new era we are
living in:

Trump, after bombing a few “technicals” (4x4 trucks with a machine gun)
and trucks in Syria, he proceeded to tweet that Comey was a liar and a leaker.
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As for Putin, he participated in the latest meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) which welcomed both Pakistan and India as
full members. The SCO now represents over half of all the people living on
our planet and one quarter of the world’s GDP. You can think of it as the
“other G8”, or the “G8 that matters”

The Russian version of the G8: the SCO, the “G8 that matters”

I submit that this quick comparison of agenda really says it all.
The Saker

UPDATEIL: Secretary of State Rex Tillerson is now telling the Saudis to ‘cool
it. The Saudi-Israeli plan is already beginning to collapse.
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Russia and Islam, connecting the dots and
discerning the future

June 18, 2017

Russia has often been in the news over the past years, mostly as the
demonized “Empire of Mordor” responsible for all the bad things on the planet,
especially Trump’s victory over Hillary Clinton, the Russian intervention in
Syria and, of course, the “imminent” Russian invasion of the Baltics, Poland or
even all of Western Europe. I won't even dignify all this puerile nonsense with
any attention, but instead I will focus on what I think are important
developments which are either misunderstood or completely ignored in the
West.

First, a few key dots:
1) The Russian intervention in Syria

There are so many aspects of the Russian military intervention in Syria
which ought to be carefully studied that I am confident that many PhD theses
will be written on this topic in the future. While I have mostly focused my work
on the purely military aspects of this campaign, it is important to look at the
bigger picture. To do that, I will make the admittedly risky assumption that the
civil war in Syria is pretty much over. That is not my conclusion only, but also an
opinion voiced by an increasing number of analysts including a Russian general
during an official briefing. With the fall of Aleppo and now the latest Syrian-
Hezbollah-Russian move to cut off the US controlled forces from their planned
move to the Iraqi border, things do indeed looks pretty bleak for the terrorists,
the “good ones” and the “bad ones”. In the Syrian-Russian-Hezbollah controlled
areas, normal life is gradually returning and the Russians are pouring huge
amounts of aid (food, medical supplies, mine clearing, engineering, etc.) into the
liberated areas. When Aleppo was under Takfiri control it was the center of
attention of the western media, now that this city has been liberated, nobody
wants to hear about it lest anybody become aware of what is a huge Russian
success.
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Even more impressive is the nature of the Russian forces in Tartus and,
especially, in Khmeinim. The Russian military TV Channel “Red Star” has
recently aired two long documentaries about the Russian facilities in Syria and
two things are clear: first, the Russians are going to stay for a very long time and,
second, they have now completed an advanced resupply and augmentation
infrastructure which can accommodate not only small and mid size aircraft and
ships, but even the immense An-124. The Russian have dug in, very very deep,
and they will fight very hard if attacked. Most importantly, they now have the
means to bring in more forces, including heavy equipment, in a very short time.

Again, this might be a premature conclusion, but barring any (always
possible) surprises, the Russians are in, Assad stays in power, the Takfiris are out
and the civil war is over.

Conversely this means that: the USA lost the war, as did the KSA, Qatar,
Israel, France, the UK and all the other so-called “friends of Syria”. The Iranian,
Hezbollah and the Russians have won.

So what does all this really mean?

The most radical consequence of this process is that Russia is back in the
Middle-East. But even that is not the full story. Not only is Russia back, but she
is back in force. Even though Iran has actually made a bigger effort to save Syria,
the Russian intervention, which was much smaller than the Iranian one, was far
more visible and it sure looked like “Russia saved Assad”. In reality, “Russia
saved Assad” is a gross over-simplification, it should be “the Syrian people,
Hezbollah, Iran and Russia saved Syria”, but that is how most people will see it it,
for better or for worse. Of course, there is more than a kernel of truth in that
view as without the Russian intervention Damascus would have probably fallen
to the Daesh crazies and all the other Christian or Muslim denominations more
or less wiped out. Still, the perception is that Russia single-handedly changed
what appeared as an inevitable outcome.

The Russian success was especially amazing when compared to the
apparently endless series of defeats for the United States: Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syria, Yemen, Libya, Pakistan and now the latest mess with the Saudi blockade
against Qatar —the Americans just don’t see to be able to get anything done. Just
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the contrast between the way the US betrayed Hosni Mubarak with how the
Russians stood by Assad is a powerful message to all the regional leaders: better
to have the Russians on your side than the Americans.

2) How Russia transformed Turkey from an enemy to a potential ally
To say that Turkey is a crucial ally of the US and a vital member of NATO is

an understatement. For one thing, Turkey has the ond largest army in NATO
(the US being the biggest one, of course). Turkey also holds the keys to the
Mediterranean, NATO’s southern flank and the northern Middle-East. Turkey
has a common border with Iran and a maritime boundary with Russia (over the
Black Sea). When Turkey shot down a Russian SU-24 bomber (with US
complicity) the situation became so tense that many observers feared that a full-
scale war would break out between the two countries and, possible, the NATO
alliance. Initially, nothing happened, the Turks took a hard stance, but following
the coup against Erdogan (also with US complicity), the Turks suddenly did an
amazing 180 and turned to Russia for help. The Russians were only glad to help,
of course.

We will never really know what role the Russians really played in saving
Erdogan, but it is pretty clear, even by his own words, that Putin did something
absolutely crucial. What is indisputable is that Erdogan suddenly moved away
from the USA, NATO and the EU and turned to the Russians who immediately
used Turkey’s ties with the Takfiris to get them out of Aleppo. Then they invited
Turkey and Iran to negotiate a three way deal to end the civil war. As for the
Americans, were not even consulted.

The example of Turkey is the perfect illustration of how the Russians turn
“the enemies into neutrals, neutrals into friends and friends into allies”. Oh sure,
Erdogan is an unpredictable and, frankly, unstable character, the Americans and
NATO are still in Turkey, and the Russians will never forget the Turkish support
for the Takfiris in Chechnia, Crimea and Syria or, for that matter, the Turkish
treacherous attack on their SU-24. But neither will they show any external signs
of that. Just like with Israel, there is no love fest between Russia and Turkey, but
all the parties are supremely pragmatic and so everybody is all smiles.

Why does this matter?
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Because it shows how sophisticated the Russians are, how instead of using
military force to avenge their SU-24, which is what the Americans would have
done, they quietly but with great resolve and effort did what had to be done to
“de-fuse” Turkey and “turn” it. The day following the Turkish attack Putin
warned that Turkey would not “get away with just some tomatoes” (referring to
the Russians sanctions against Turkish imports). Less than a year later, the
Turkish military and security services got almost completely de-fanged in the
purges following the coup against Erdogan and Erdogan himself flew to Moscow
to ask to be accepted by the Kremlin as a friend and ally. Pretty darn impressive,
if you ask me.

3) Russia and the “Chechen model” as a unique case in the Muslim world

Many observers have commented in awe at the miracle Putin and Ramzan
Kadyrov pulled-off in Chechnia: after the region was absolutely devastated by
two vicious and brutal wars and after being a “black hole” for assorted terrorists
and common thugs, Chechnia turned into one of the most peaceful and safe
parts of Russia (even while neighboring Dagestan is still suffering from violence
and corruption). I won't revisit it all and describe all the dramatic changes in
Chechnia, but I will focus on a often ignored aspect of the “Chechen model”:
Chechnia has become an extremely strict and traditional Sunni Muslim region.
Not only that, but it is also one which has basically comprehensively defeated
not only the Wahabis themselves but also their Wahabi ideology. In other words,
Chechnia today is unique in that this is a Sunni Muslim culture which is
strictly Islamic but with no risk whatsoever of being re-infected by the Wahabi
virus. It is difficult to overstate the importance of this unique feature.

In the 1990s most of the Muslim world supported the Wahabi insurgency in
Chechnia in a completely knee-jerk reaction I call “wrong or right —my
Ummah”. This is largely the result of the very sophisticated AngloZionist
propaganda aimed at the Muslim world which completely distorted the truth
about the conflict taking place there (the same happened in Bosnia, by the way).
Nowadays, however, the “Chechen example” is attracting a great deal of
attention in the Muslim world and the personality of Ramzan Kadyrov is slowly
becoming somewhat of a hero. Even the Saudis who financed a great deal of the
Chechen insurgency and who threatened Russia with terrorist attack during the
Sochi Olympics, now have to be very courteous and “brotherly” with Ramzan
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Kadyrov. The truth is that the Saudis are directly threatened by the “Chechen
model” because it proves something the Saudis want to categorically deny: the
traditional and strict Islam does NOT have to be Wahabi or, even less so, Takfiri.

Think of it: the biggest threat to the Saudis is, of course, Iran because it is a
powerful, successful and dynamic Islamic Republic. But at least Iran is Shia and
that, in the minds of some Sunnis, is a grievous heresy and almost a form of
apostasy. But the Chechens are potentially much more dangerous to the Saudi
ideology —they are anti-Wahabi (they call them “shaitans” or, literally, “devils”)
and they are willing to fight anywhere in the Muslim world to counter the “good
terrorists” supported by the CIA and the House of Saud. Time and time again,
Ramzan Kadyrov, and many other Chechen leaders and commanders, have
repeated that they are willing to fight for Russia “anywhere on the planet” They
have already been deployed in Georgia, Lebanon, Novorussia and now they are
tighting in Syria. Each time with devastating effectiveness. They are true Muslim
heroes, recognized as such even by the non-Muslim Russians, and they want
absolutely nothing to do with the Wahabis whom they hate with a passion. As a
result, more and more people in the Muslim world are expressing their
admiration for the Chechen model.

The Chechen model also is noticed and hotly debated inside Russia. Russian
liberals absolutely hate it and, just like their western curators, they accuse
Kadyrov all sorts of unspeakable crimes. Their latest invention is that
homosexuals are jailed and tortured by Chechen security service. This kind of
stories might be taken seriously in San Francisco or Key West, but they get zero
traction with the Russian public.

Chechnia is ideally located to influence not only the Caucasus but also other
Muslim regions of Russia and even Central Asia. The large number of Chechens
in the Russian special operation forces also makes them very visible in the
Russian media. All this contributes to the high-visibility and popularity of a
viable traditional Sunni model which is the exact opposite of what is happening
the EU. Let’s compare the image of Muslims in the EU in Russia.

A couple of important caveats first. First, the picture was not always quite as
rosy, especially not in the 1990s when Chechens were seen as thugs, brutes,
crooks and vicious terrorists. Some Russians have neither forgotten nor forgiven
(and, of course, some Chechens still hate Russians for what they did to Chechnia
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during the two wars). Second, this table compares what I call “ethnic Muslims”
in Europe, meaning people coming from Muslim countries or families but who
are not necessarily true, pious, Muslims at all. In fact, most of them are not. This
is why I put “Muslims” in quotation marks. When I speak of Chechens, I refer to
those conservative Chechens who support Kadyrov and his strict adherence to
Islamic values. So, in a way, I will be comparing apples and oranges, but I do so
because I want to show the greatest contrast possible and I believe that these
apples and oranges play a crucial role in the development of the societies they
live in now.

“Muslims” in the EU “Kadyrov Chechens” in Russia

Seen as alien/immigrants/
» » 8 Seen as neighbors/locals
others

Seen as representing a
Seen as disruptive of the p ) .g )

conservative/traditionalist strand
local culture ) ] )
in the Russian society

) ) Seen as the prime victims of, and
Seen as potentlal terrorists . . .
allies against, terrorism

Seen has disloyal to the Seen as the most loyal defenders
native people of the Motherland

Seen as criminals and « .
) Seen as “law and order” types
hooligans

Seen as lazy welfare leeches Seen as hard-working and skilled

businessmen

Again, these are not scientific findings, they are not backed by careful
opinion polling and they do compare apples and oranges. So take them with a
big bag of salt. And yet, I think that what this table shows what are deep and
contrasting trends inside the EU and Russian societies: the EU is on a collision
course with the Islamic world while Russia is not. In fact, Russia represents a
model of how a (nominally) Christian society can coexist with a large Muslim
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minority to the benefit of both communities. Russia also represents a unique
example of how two very different religions can contribute to the development
of a *joint* civilizational model.

Now an attempt at discerning the future

So let’s connect the dots above: First, Russia is arguably the single most
important actor in the Middle-East, far eclipsing the United States. Second,
Russia has successfully built an informal, but crucial, alliance with Iran and
Turkey and these three countries will decide of the outcome of the war in Syria.
Third, Russia is the only country on earth where Sunni Islam is truly safe from
the Wahabi virus and where a traditionalist Sunni society exists without any
Saudi interference. Combine these three and I see an immense potential for
Russia to become the force which will most effectively oppose the power and
influence of the Saudis in the Muslim world. This also means that Russia is now
the undisputed leader in the struggle to defeat international Takfiri terrorism
(what Trump —mistakenly —calls “Islamic fundamentalism”).

The AngloZionist rulers of the Empire have been very clever, if also very
short-sighted: First they created al-Qaeda, then unleashed it against their
enemies, then they used al-Qaeda/ISIS/Daesh to wreak havoc on a number of
secular regimes just to “re-shape” a “new Middle-East” and now they are finally
using al-Qaeda/ISIS/Daesh to set the West on a direct collision course with the
entire Muslim world (1.8 billion people!) which will prevent the imperial slaves,
that is all of us, the common folks living the EU and USA, from ever looking at
the real cause of our problems or, even less so, overthrow our rulers.

Thus we see the disgraceful and, frankly, stupid propaganda against Muslims
and Islam as if somehow there was a real Muslim or Islamic threat. The reality,
of course, is that all those Muslims who do represent a real threat for the people
in the West are invariably associated with western security services and that
since 9/11 the vast majority of terror attacks have been false flags. True, there
were some apparently “real” (that is: undirected by western special services)
attacks, but the number of victims in such, frankly, amateurish attack was
minuscule and blown out of proportion.
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Just like the “thug life” musical propaganda in the USA resulted in large
numbers of US Blacks being killed, mostly by shooting each other, so the
“Islamic terrorist” hysteria in the media will result in a few genuine terrorist
attacks. But if you add up all the numbers you quickly realize that this paranoid
hysteria is completely out of proportion with the real danger.

Somebody wants us all to be afraid, really afraid.

Sadly, this hysteria has affected many, not only in the official Ziomedia, but
also in the so-called ‘alternative’ media. The result? Just as the rulers of the
Empire need it, the West and the Islamic world are now on a collision course.
Who is your money on in this clash? Just take a look at the clowns we have for
leaders and tell me that the West will win this one!

The West will, of course, lose this war too, but the consequences of this
defeat are not the topic of this article. What I am trying to illustrate here is that
the West and Russia have taken to radically different approaches to the
challenges of an increasingly more influential Islamic world. I would compare
Russia and the West to two swimmers caught in a powerful riptide: the West is
determined to swim directly against it while Russia uses this riptide to get where
she wants. Again, who do you think will fare better?

But this is not just about the West anymore, this is about the multi-polar
world which will replace the current AngloZionist hegemony. In this context,
one of the most interesting processes taking place is that Russia is becoming a
major player in the Muslim world.

Only 10 to 15 percent of Russians are Muslim, that amounts to about 10
million people. Most Muslim countries are way bigger. And since 85 to 90
percent of Russians are not Muslims, the influence of Russia in the Muslim
world cannot be measured by such relatively modest numbers. However, when
we consider the central role Russian Muslims play in the Russian policies
towards the Caucasus, Central Asia and the Middle-East, when we take into
account that Russian Muslims are mostly Sunni and very well protected against
the virus of Wahabism and when we recall that traditional Sunni Islam has the
full backing of the Russian state we can truly get a sense of the unique
combination of factors which will give the Russian Muslims an influence far in
excess of their relatively modest numbers.
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Furthermore, the Russians are now closely collaborating with Shia Iran and
with (mostly) Hanafi Turkey. Most Chechens belong to the Shaafi Sunni
tradition and about half are adherents to Sufism. It might be because Russia is
not a majority Muslim country that she is the ideal place to re-create a non-
denominational form of Islam, an Islam which would be content to be Islam and
with no need to subdivide itself into competing, sometimes even hostile,
subgroups.

Russia only has an observer status in the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) due to the fact that she is not a majority Muslim country.
Russia is also a member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
which brings together China, Kazakhstan , Kyrgyzstan , Russia , Tajikistan ,
Uzbekistan , India and Pakistan. Lets look at the approximate number of
Muslims in the SCO countries: China 40°000°000 , Kazakhstan 9°000°000,
Kyrgyzstan 5000000, Russia 10°000°000, Tajikistan 6°000°000 , Uzbekistan
26°000°000, India 180°000°000, Pakistan 195°000°000. That’s a grand total of 471
million Muslims. Add to this figure the 75°000°000 Iranians which will join the
SCO in the near future (bringing the grand total to 546’000°000) and you will
see this stunning contrast: while the West has more or less declared war on 1.8

billion Muslims, Russia has quietly forged an alliance with just over half a
billion Muslims!

Russian nationalists (as opposed to Russian patriots) did try their best to infect
Russia with her own brand of Islamophobia, but that movement was defeated
by an absolutely uncompromising stance by Vladimir Putin himself who went

as far as stating that:

“I need to say that, as I have repeated many times before, from its
beginning Russia had formed as a multiconfessional and multiethnic
state. You are aware that we practice Eastern Christianity called
Orthodoxy. And some theorists of religion say that Orthodoxy is in
many ways closer to Islam than to Catholicism. I don’t want to
evaluate how true this statement is, but in general the coexistence of
these main religions was carried out in Russia for many centuries.
Over the centuries we have developed a specific culture of interaction,
that might be somewhat forgotten in the last few decades. We should
now recall those our national roots”
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Clearly, as long as Putin and those who support him remain in power,
Islamophobia will have no future whatsoever in Russia.

[Sidebar: while this is never mentioned anywhere in the western
literature, there are real political prisoners in Russia and there is one
group of people which the Kremlin has truly persecuted on political
grounds: the Russian nationalists. This topic would deserve an
article on its own, but here I will just say that since Russia is a state
where the rule of law is official policy, the Kremlin has to resort to
some creative ticks to jail these nationalists including accusing them
of “attempting to overthrow the state by using crossbows” (I kid you

not!). Nationalists are often persecuted on charges of violating laws
against hate speech, for distributing extremist literature, etc.
Basically the authorities harass them and try to disrupt their
activities. Again, the western champions of civil rights and various
Putin-haters never speak about these very real political persecutions
in Russia. Apparently western human rights organizations live by the
motto of the “Angel of Death” of the French Revolution’s infamous
“terror” period, Louis Antoine de Saint-Just, who famously declared

“pas de liberté pour les ennemis de la liberté” (no freedom for the
enemies of freedom). It is clear that as soon as Putin came to power
he immediately realized the potential danger to the Russian society
posed by these nationalists and he decided to clamp down on them
every bit as hard as he did on the Wahabi recruiters and neo-Nazi
propagandists in Russia.]

Furthermore, Russia has now become the most influential member of the
SCO which represents the strategic interests of over half a billion Muslims
worldwide. In the Middle-East, Russia has made an amazing comeback —from a
quasi-total departure in the 1990s to becoming the single most influential player
in the region. Russia has successfully convinced two very powerful potential
competitors (Iran and Turkey) to work together and now this informal alliance
is in a very strong position to influence the events in the Caucasus and Central
Asia. At this point it is already clear that what we are seeing is a long term
process and long term strategic goal of Russia: to become directly involved in
the struggle for the future of Islam.
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The struggle for the future of Islam

The Islamic world is facing an immense challenge which is threatening its
very identity and future: the Wahabi-Takfiri ideology. That ideology, by its very
nature, represents a mortal threat to any other form of Islam and a moral threat,
literally, to every non-Takfiri Muslim living on the planet. The Takfiri ideology
also represents a real existential threat to all of mankind, very much including
Russia and Russia cannot simply sit back and wait to see who of the
AngloZionist West or the wannabe Caliphate of Daesh will prevail, especially
since the two are also loacked in a weird symbiotic relationship between the
western deep state and special services and the Takfiri leaders. Furthermore,
assuming the West is willing to seriously fight terrorism (and so far there is no
sign of that whatsoever) it is also obvious that Europe is useless in this struggle
(due to an acute lack of brain, spine and other body parts) and that the USA,
being protected by large oceans, are not facing the same threat as the states of
the Eurasian landmass. Russia therefore has to act on her own, and very
forcibely.

This is not a struggle which will be determined by military means. Yes, being
willing and capable of killing Takfiris is important, and Russia can do that, but at
the end of the day it is the Takfiri ideology which must be defeated and this is
where the Russian Muslims will play an absolutely crucial role in the struggle for
the future of Islam. Their status as a minority in Russia actually serves to protect
Russian Muslims simply because there is absolutely no possibility whatsoever for
any type of Wahabi Islam to gain enough traction in Russia to threaten the state.
If anything, the two wars in Chechnia are the best proof that even in the worst
possible conditions Russians will always hit back and very hard at any attempt to
create a Wahabi state inside, or next to, Russia. President Putin often says that
Russia has to send her forces to fight in Syria not only to save Syria, but also to
kill the many thousands of Russian citizens who are currently in the ranks of
Daesh before they come back home: better to fight them there than to fight
them here. True. But that also means that Russia will have to take the ideological
tight to the rest of the Islamic world and use her influence to support the anti-
Takfiri forces currently struggling against Daesh & Co worldwide.
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The future of Russia and the Muslim world are now deeply intertwined
which, considering the current disastrous dynamic between the West and the
Muslim world, this is a good thing for everybody. While the leaders of the
AngloZionist Empire are using both Russia and the Muslim world as bogeymen
to scare their subjects into submission to the international plutocracy, Russia
will have to become the place where the Islamophobic myths will debunked and
a different, truly multi-cultural, multi-religious and multi-ethnic civilizational
model offered as an alternative to the monolithic Hegemony dominating the
world today.

Modern secularist ideologies have given mankind nothing except violence,
oppression, wars and even genocides. It is high time to kick them into the trash
heaps of history where they belong and return to a truly tolerant, sustainable
and humane civilizational model centered around spiritual, not materialistic,
values. Yes, I know, for the media-brainwashed zombies out there religion is not
exactly associated with the ideas of tolerance and compassion, but that is just the
inevitable consequence of being exposed to particularly nasty and hypocritical
forms of religion. That, and a basic lack of education. These things can be
remedied, not so much by debating them ad nauseam, but simply by creating a
different civilizational model. But for that Russia and the Islamic world will need
to look inside themselves and focus on healing their own (still numerous)
pathologies and dysfunctions (especially spiritual ones) in order to create such a
spirituality-centered alternative to the Almighty Dollar. In the words of Saint

Seraphim of Sarov, “acquire a peaceful spirit, and around you thousands will be
saved’. I think that this is a future worthy of fighting for.

The Saker
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The latest escalation in Syria — what is really going
on?
June 23, 2017

By now most of you have heard the latest bad news of out Syria: on June 18th
a US F/A-18E Super Hornet (1999) used a AIM-120 AMRAAM (1991) to shoot

down a Syrian Air Force Su-22 (1970). Two days later, June 20", a US F-15E
Strike Eagle shot down an Iranian IRGC Shahed 129 drone. The excuse used
each time was that there was a threat to US and US supported forces. The reality
is, of course, that the US are simply trying to stop the advance of the Syrian
army. This was thus a typical American “show of force” Except that, of course,
shooting a 47 year old Soviet era Su-22 fighter-bomber is hardly an impressive
feat. Neither is shooting a unmanned drone. There is a pattern here, however,
and